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Look at It This Way 
Questions Youth Are Asking Today 
Mervyn Maxwell 
TEST FAILURE, TOTAL FAILURE? 
I'm 18 and in the Navy. Basic 
training is supposed to last only 
nine weeks, but I'm still in it after 
three and a half months. Every 
time I flunk a test I get put back a 
week—and I keep on flunking. I 
can't help it. I can't stand the Navy 
anymore. I'm on the edge of kill-
ing myself. If I can't pass these 
tests, I'm not good for anything. I 
believe in God. Please write me. 
Did you know that Churchill 
failed high school English? And 
Einstein failed math? They did! 
A person can fail a hundred 
things and still succeed in life. 
You're uptight. —Come to me,' " 
Jesus invites, " 'and I will give you 
rest."' "Cast all your anxieties on 
him, for he cares about you." Mat-
thew 11:28; 1 Peter 5:7, RSV. 
The Bible says, "In all thy ways 
acknowledge him [God], and he 
shall direct thy paths." Proverbs 
3:6. God may be leading you out 
of the Navy to a place where you 
can serve Him and humanity better. 
THREE QUESTIONS FROM LIBERIA 
Yesterday I got an old copy of 
"Signs of the Times" (August, 1971). 
I read the article from your book, 
"Man, What a God!" With pleasure 
I wish I could have money now to  
send for this book from which the 
article was taken. My country is 
Liberia. 
Will you help me find answers 
to three questions? 
1. What is your denomination? 
2. Are we saved by grace or by 
works? 
3. Has man a soul? 
1. I am a Seventh-day Adventist. 
2. We are saved by grace. "By 
grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast." Ephesians 2:8, 9. 
3. Man is a soul. At creation "the 
Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living soul." Genesis 
2:7. 
MOSQUITOES IN THE 
RESURRECTION? 
With all this talk about ecology 
and the worry that earth is wearing 
out I have found some Bible verses 
to give us hope. Acts 3:21 speaks of 
the "restitution of all things" lost 
by sin. Revelation 21:5 says, "Be-
hold I make all things new." (No-
tice it doesn't say, "all new things.") 
Ephesians 1:10 says God will 
"gather together . . . all things." 
That little word "all" has a big 
meaning for me. No one wants to 
read about whole species of animal 
life dying out or even to see our 
pets die because of the curse. I be-
lieve God will restore all things. I  
hope you print this. Everyone has 
his mind on ecology. 
My personal concern for ecology 
last summer was focused from time 
to time on ways to persuade mos-
quitoes to stay out of my backyard 
—which I consider to be my ecologi-
cal niche, not theirs. Are you now 
suggesting that all the billions of 
mosquitoes who have ever lived on 
planet earth will be resurrected and 
crowded eternally into the new 
earth? And all the fruit flies, Colo-
rado beetles, and poison oak? 
God is concerned about birds and 
animals. You do well to point this 
out. Jesus said not even a sparrow 
falls "without your Father." Mat-
thew 10:29. But will He resurrect 
them? 
In John 6:37-39 the "all" whom 
Christ will save are those persons 
who come to Him in faith. 
In John 3:16 only those who "be-
lieve in him" have eternal life; ev-
eryone else will perish. When God 
redeems us from the curse (Gala-
tians 3:13), He will restore the 
beauty earth enjoyed before man 
sinned, not "all" the plants and 
animals that ever lived and died. 
That God will save animals who 
have never believed in Him when 
He will not save men who have 
never believed in Him is, I'll con-
fess, hard for me to believe. 
On second thought, what do you 
really believe? 
Your question may have been 
answered in Mervyn Maxwell's 
latest book, "Look at It This 
Way." Why not order a copy 
today? Just fill out the coupon 
below. For each copy enclose 
$1.00 (which includes postage, 
handling, and sales tax) and mail 
to: 
Signs of the Times 
Dept. WAY 
1350 Villa St. 
Mountain View, Calif. 94040 
If you would like extra copies 
for gifts, send just $4.00 and re-
ceive 5 copies—the fifth one free! 
Please send  copies of "Look 
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for copies. 
   
MARLBOROUGHS OR 
MATRIMONY: IS IT 
SMOKING OR ME? 
I think your column is great, and 
I'm sure you can help me. I've been 
going with my boyfriend for one 
year. He would like to marry me 
when I am graduated from high 
school. I love him dearly, but am 
scared. He loves smoking, but he 
does not do it in my presence be-
cause he knows I don't like it. I've 
asked him many times about it, but 
he always replies that he doesn't 
smoke! I pray God will help him 
to stop, but he doesn't stop. It 
would hurt us both to break up, 
but I don't want a husband who 
smokes. Must I tell him it's either 
smoking or me? [Jamaica] 
A "Five-Day Plan to Stop Smok-
ing" clinic could help him kick the 
habit. Get in touch with the Ad-
ventist headquarters at 74 Constant 
Spring Road, Kingston, and ask 
when the next one will be held 
near you. 
He says he doesn't smoke. Why 
then do you think he does? If he 
really does, he has two problems, 
and his dissembling is more omi-
nous than his smoking. Is he a con-
verted Christian? 
Whether or not to break up de-
pends on how seriously you want 
to marry ( 1 ) a non-smoker whom 
( 2 ) you can trust. But beware: If 
he doesn't love you enough to  
change before you marry, he's less 
likely to afterwards. His most likely 
change will be to smoke openly in 
your presence, arguing that he has 
a right to smoke in his own home. 
Let him decide first whether it's 
"smoking or you." If he wants the 
weed and a wedding, tell him 
(kindly of course) to go marry his 
Ma rlboroughs! 
VALUABLE THROW-AWAY 
This is not a request from a 
young person but for one. My 
daughter was happily married for 
a few years. Last fall her husband 
left her for another woman. Now 
she has turned her back on God, 
won't send her children to church 
anymore, and has started running 
around with a woman chaser 
twenty years older than herself. 
With the collapse of her dreams, 
your daughter has identified herself 
with the failure of her home—and 
for the time being is rather care-
lessly using it as an excuse to throw 
herself away for some of the bad 
things she couldn't do before. 
Scolding would, of course, fur-
ther convince her that she failed. 
While our readers pray, you re-
store her self-respect. In quiet, tact-
ful ways help her see again the 
talents of her children, the strength 
of her own character, the beauty of 
Jesus. 
Remind her of the prodigal's 
father. When the prodigal son had 
given away all he had, including 
his self-respect, God ( the prodigal's 
Father) gave him a robe, a ring, and 
all His love. Luke 15. 
